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“ DE SPAIN PERSISTS IN HIS EFFORTS TO MAKE FRIENDS
WITH NAN MORGAN—HE FALLS INTO A TRAP LAID
BY THE GANG AND FACES IMMEDIATE DEATH
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CHAPTER VIII
A Cup of Coffes.

He wos willing, after o ng sl
bamstliss search, to confoss to himsell
thatl he world rather sisv Nan Morgan
Tor one minute than all women else in
the world for a lifetiine, The other
incidents of the evenlog would haye
given ot ry mnn enotgh foonl
for rellection—indeed they did foree
Ty Spain to fealize that his o would
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hang by n slender thread while e |
remained ot Sleepy Cat and continned |

to hrave the ralers of the sinks,

e this dunger, which after all was
a portion of his responsibility In free-
tnz his sthges from the depredations
of the Culnliusas gang, falled to moake
on him the moving impression of one
moment of Nan Morgan's exes. There
wns In the whole world nothing he
wanted to do so pich as 1o some way
to please her—yet it geemed his (1l
fuck to get continually  deeper  inlo
her bad graces. Every day that he rode
across the open  country, lhis eyes
turned to the far range and to Music
mountain, The rounded, distant, -
mutnble peak—mujestic us the sun,
oold as the stars, ghrouding in its un-
known fustnesses the mysteries of the
ages and the zecrets of time—meant
to hitm now this mountnin girl whom
ltx solitude sheltorsd and to whom his
Ak - his eontlnwally come back.

|

“Hot Day, Sir; Hot Ride.”

whth a keen and questioning glanee.
“The girl went up ta the Cut on the
cafly stoge, slr.  She's coming back
this afternoon.”

“What is she riding away over here
to Calabusas for to take the stage, In-
stead of riding strulght Into Sleepy
Cat?”

Onee more McAlpin eyed him eare-
fully. “The zirl's been sick.”

“Rick T
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MeAlpin hulf closed his ovom, *H iR shoublers nnd rulling

te 8o lume It would stogisor a4 cowboy | Gnle Morgnn

bt teny foat il pever L Morgan, exving In SEpain

rt oo mite, nelther. Trust me!™ lonce, ns wius his wont, closed i)

“If she Insists on riding something whilnd him with hen )
or even walking home,” continned D bicked Nis powerful frame signllien
Spain dublousty, for he o1t Instiod y ugnlnst it,
tively that he should huve the tnsk of A blind man eotild have seen th
hig life to Indbee Naon 1o gecept any | completeness of the snare. An unpleas

kind of a peace-offering, “I'll tide or | ant fecling Hashed uceross Do Spaln's
walk with her anywar. Cun you sleep | perecption, It was ouly for the im- |

we here toplght, ou the hay?” ‘nn-hur'..'-:v part of o second—whijle

“Sleep you on o halr putteess, sie, | uncertalnty was resolving sclf into o
You've got n room right lere upstales; | rapid ecertuinty,  When Gule Morgun
didu't you know that #* stepped  inta the room on the hoeels

With arrongements s5 hegun, Do | of his two Calabnsas friends, Do Spain |
Spain walked out of doors and looked | would huve sold for loss than 6 « up
reflectively up the Sleepy Cat rowd. | of cofee gl his chunees for Hife, Neye |
Une further rgfinement In his appeal | ertheless, before Margan had set his
for Nan's favor, suggested (t=elf, She | back falrly ngoinst the door aud the
would be hungry, possibly faint in the trup was  sprung, De Spaln  had
heat and dast, wheu she areived.  Tle mapped his fAght,

returned to MeAlpin: “Where cun 1 He il yot retreat from where he
get o good cup of coffee when the | palred ot the instant Sandusky entered. |
stuge comes In?" His one slinder dhanee was to hog to

“Go right down to the inn, sir. IU8 | the men that weant to ki him, Mor- |
n new chap ronning -n half-witted gan, the nearest, he estoemed the lenst
man from Texag, My wife iy cooking | dangerous of the three; but to think
there off and on. She'll fix you up | o esenpe both Sundusky and Logan
sandwich and n cup of good eoffee™ :ut tlose quarters was, he koew, more

It was four o'elock, and the sun beat | than ought to be hoped for,
fiercely on the desert. Do Spaln walked | While Morgan was closing .the door,
down to the Inn unmindful of the heut. | e Spain smiled ot his visitora : “That
In summer rig, with his soft-shirt col- | isn't necessary, Morgnn—I'm not ready
lar turned under, his forearms bare, | to run”  Morgan only contlnued to
and his thoughts engaged. he made his | stare at bim. *“I need hardly nsk"
way rapldly on, looking neither to the | added De Spaln, “whether you fellows
right nor the left, have business with me?"

As he approached the wenther-beaten | He looked to Sandusky for a reply;

it noked 00 more inviting In stn- | it was Logan who answered In 'J
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be ™ Logsn, Ifing his shoulders with
his lough, looked tonward his Corlibjra by
s for an answer (o his Joke

e Spain's stafle appeared unraMed *
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pose 1™

I Logan, 1ooking agnin toward Kan
fisky, grinmsd: “He won't newd any
bl
Wha 18 your friend Y demnndet 1N
Npoin geod nutuiedly.  Lognn's glance
d him: 0 i net refer 1o Nun
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T nice lowera,™
bogneas vous theoaglit you could cotue
re ated run over everybody In the
Spouislt sk« Interposed  Morgsn,
boevery oath he could summon to
I his wonls.

‘Reep ont, Morgan,” exclidmed Loe
gnn testily. “I'll do this talking.'

e Bpaln continged to banter, “Gons
Huthen,” he sald, nddressing the three
ogether and reanlleing that every mo-
fent wastd before the shooting added
v Erain of hope, *T am ready to drink
when you are”

“He's ready to drink, Tom.” roared
Morgan In the deaf man's ear.

“I'm reads,” announced Sandusky in
hiallow volee,

Do you believe that De Spain
could save his life by surrender.
ing to the gangsters and offer-

ing to get out of the neighbor.
hood If they spared him! Would
you do it in these circumstances?

(TO BE CONTINUED,)

influential Citizen.

Mrs. Youngwife—*“My husband Is x
very (nfluentinl man in politicn™
Friend—"You don’t say!"” M. Young-
wife—"Yea. George bas voted ia two
presidential elections, and both times
it has gone the way George voled "=
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EAT LESS MEAT

Exces E. g « ot only
= . festpuly wxjm v, bt | n s
taely inclous toe health,  In place of
ment try Skinner's Macaroni nnd Spa-
ghettl the most delicious f ol foud
atal the richest I nutrinent Ihey
eun he propared a0 n hupdred appetig- 1
Ing ways Al snall cost. Write Skin
ner Mig. Co,, fhinaha. Neb, for beaatd-
I Cookh Book. 1t's free. —Ady. ‘
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